
Fiction		
	

The	Poet	X,	by	Elizabeth	Acevedo	
Xiomara	 Batista	 feels	 unheard	 in	 her	
Harlem	neighborhood.	She	has	learned	
to	let	her	fists	and	her	fierceness	do	the	
talking.	 Xiomara	 has	 plenty	 she	wants	
to	say,	and	she	pours	all	her	frustration	
and	 passion	 into	 writing,	 reciting	 the	
words	 to	 herself	 like	 prayers—
especially	after	she	catches	feelings	for	
a	boy	 in	her	bio	class	named	Aman,	who	her	 family	can	
never	 know	 about.	 When	 she	 is	 invited	 to	 join	 her	
school’s	 slam	 poetry	 club,	 she	 doesn’t	 know	 how	 she	
could	ever	attend	without	her	mami	finding	out.	But	she	
still	 can’t	 stop	 thinking	 about	 performing	 her	 poems.	
Because	in	the	face	of	a	world	that	may	not	want	to	hear	
her,	 Xiomara	 refuses	 to	 be	 silent.	 [Realistic	
Fiction/Verse]	
	
Children	of	Blood	&	Bone,	by	Tomi	Adeyemi																																																											

They	 killed	 my	 mother.	 They	 took	 our	
magic.	They	tried	to	bury	us.	Now	we	rise.	
Zélie	 remembers	when	 the	 soil	of	Orïsha	
hummed	with	magic.	When	Zélie’s	Reaper	
mother	would	summon	souls.	Everything	
changed	 the	 night	 magic	 disappeared.	
Under	 the	 orders	 of	 a	 ruthless	 king,	

anyone	 with	 powers	 was	 targeted	 and	 killed,	 leaving	
Zélie	 without	 a	 mother	 and	 her	 people	 without	 hope.	
Now	she	has	a	chance	to	bring	back	magic	to	her	people	
and	 strike	 against	 the	 monarchy.	 With	 the	 help	 of	 a	
rogue	princess,	 Zélie	must	 learn	 to	harness	her	powers	
and	 outrun	 the	 crown	 prince,	 who	 is	 hell-bent	 on	
eradicating	 magic	 for	 good.	 Tomi	 Adeyemi	 conjures	 a	
stunning	 world	 of	 dark	 magic	 and	 danger	 in	 her	West	
African-inspired	fantasy	debut.	[Fantasy]	
	
One	of	Us	is	Lying,	by	Karen	M.	McManus		
On	Monday	afternoon,	 five	students	at	
Bayview	 High	 walk	 into	 detention.	
Bronwyn,	 the	brain,	 is	Yale-bound	and	
never	 breaks	 a	 rule.	 Addy,	 the	 beauty,	
is	 the	 picture-perfect	 homecoming	
princess.	Nate,	 the	 criminal,	 is	 already	
on	 probation	 for	 dealing.	 Cooper,	 the	
athlete,	 is	 the	 all-star	baseball	 pitcher.	
And	Simon,	the	outcast,	is	the	creator	of	Bayview	High's	
notorious	gossip	app.	Only,	Simon	never	makes	it	out	of	
that	 classroom--before	 the	 end	 of	 detention,	 Simon's	
dead.	And	according	to	investigators,	his	death	wasn't	an	
accident.	On	Tuesday,	he'd	planned	to	post	juicy	reveals	
about	 all	 four	 of	 his	 high-profile	 classmates,	 which	
makes	 all	 four	 of	 them	 suspects	 in	 his	 murder.	 Or	 are	
they	 the	 perfect	 patsies	 for	 a	 killer	 who's	 still	 on	 the	
loose?	[Realistic	Fiction/Mystery]	
 

	
Scythe,	by	Neal	Shusterman	
A	world	with	no	hunger,	no	disease,	no	war,	no	misery.	

Humanity	has	conquered	all	those	things,	
and	 has	 even	 conquered	 death.	 Now	
Scythes	 are	 the	 only	 ones	 who	 can	 end	
life—and	 they	 are	 commanded	 to	 do	 so,	
in	 order	 to	 keep	 the	 size	 of	 the	
population	 under	 control.	 Citra	 and	
Rowan	 are	 chosen	 to	 apprentice	 to	 a	
Scythe—a	role	 that	neither	wants.	These	

teens	must	master	 the	 “art”	of	 taking	 life,	 knowing	 that	
the	consequence	of	failure	could	mean	losing	their	own.	
[Speculative	Fiction]	
	
Noggin,	by	John	Corey	Whaley	
Listen	 —	 Travis	 Coates	 was	 alive	
once	 and	 then	 he	 wasn’t.	 Now	 he’s	
alive	 again.	 Simple	 as	 that.	 The	 in	
between	 part	 is	 still	 a	 little	 fuzzy,	
but	 he	 can	 tell	 you	 that,	 at	 some	
point	 or	 another,	 his	 head	 got	
chopped	 off	 and	 shoved	 into	 a	
freezer	 in	 Denver,	 Colorado.	 Five	
years	 later,	 it	 was	 reattached	 to	
some	other	guy’s	body,	 and	well,	 here	he	 is.	Despite	 all	
logic,	 he’s	 still	 16	 and	 everything	 and	 everyone	 around	
him	 has	 changed.	 That	 includes	 his	 bedroom,	 his	
parents,	 his	 best	 friend,	 and	 his	 girlfriend.	 Or	 maybe	
she’s	not	his	 girlfriend	anymore?	That’s	 a	bit	 fuzzy	 too.	
Looks	like	 if	 the	new	Travis	and	the	old	Travis	are	ever	
going	to	find	a	way	to	exist	together,	then	there	are	going	
to	 be	 a	 few	 more	 scars.	 Oh	 well,	 you	 only	 live	 twice.	
[Realistic/Speculative	Fiction]	
	
	
Graphic	Novel		
	

✪ Hey,	Kiddo,	by	Jarrett	Krosoczka	
Raised	 by	 his	 colorful	
grandparents,	 who	 adopted	 him	
because	 his	 mother	 was	 an	
incarcerated	 heroin	 addict,	
Krosoczka	didn't	know	his	father's	
name	 until	 he	 saw	 his	 birth	
certificate	 when	 registering	 for	 a	
school	 ski	 trip.	 Hey,	 Kiddo	 traces	
Krosoczka's	 search	 for	 his	 father,	
his	 difficult	 interactions	 with	 his	
mother,	 his	 day-to-day	 life	 with	 his	 grandparents,	 and	
his	path	to	becoming	a	professional	artist.		[Memoir]	
(Local	 interest!	This	award-winning	memoir	takes	place	
in	Worcester,	MA)		
 
✪	WRHS	Staff	Book	Club	pick		
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Nonfiction	&	Memoir	
	
A	Walk	in	the	Woods,	by	Bill	Bryson	

	 In	 order	 to	 rediscover	his	 country,	 the	unprepared	 and	
out-of-shape	 author	 sets	 out	 to	walk	 the	
length	 of	 the	 Appalachian	 Trail.	 He	 is	
armed	 with	 nothing	 but	 Snickers	 Bars	
and	Ramen	Noodles,	and	accompanied	by	
a	 college	 roommate	 he	 has	 not	 seen	 in	
years.	His	account	of	that	adventure	is	at	
once	 hilarious,	 inspiring,	 and	 thought-
provoking.	
	
Discovering	Wes	Moore,	by	Wes	Moore	

Two	 men.	 One	 overcame	 adversity.	
The	 other	 suffered	 the	 indignities	 of	
poverty.	The	 story	of	 “the	other	Wes	
Moore”	 is	 one	 that	 the	 author	
couldn’t	get	out	of	his	mind,	not	since	
he	 learned	 that	 another	boy	with	his	
name—just	 two	 years	 his	 senior—
grew	 up	 in	 the	 same	 Baltimore	
neighborhood.	 He	 wrote	 that	 boy—
now	a	man—a	letter,	not	expecting	to	

receive	a	reply.	But	a	reply	came,	and	a	friendship	grew,	
as	letters	turned	into	visits	and	the	two	men	got	to	know	
each	 other.	 Eventually,	 that	 friendship	 became	 the	
inspiration	 for	 this	 book,	 a	moving	 and	 cautionary	 tale	
examining	 the	 factors	 that	 contribute	 to	 success	 and	
failure—and	the	choices	that	make	all	the	difference.		
	
The	57	Bus,	by	Dashka	Slater																			

One	teenager	 in	a	skirt.	One	teenager	
with	 a	 lighter.	 One	 moment	 that	
changes	both	of	 their	 lives	 forever.	 If	
it	 weren’t	 for	 the	 57	 bus,	 Sasha	 and	
Richard	 never	would	 have	met.	 Both	
were	 high	 school	 students	 from	
Oakland,	 California,	 one	 of	 the	 most	
diverse	cities	in	the	country,	but	they	
inhabited	 different	 worlds.	 Sasha,	 a	
white	 teen,	 lived	 in	 the	 middle-class	

foothills	and	attended	a	small	private	school.	Richard,	a	
black	 teen,	 lived	 in	 the	 crime-plagued	 flatlands	 and	
attended	 a	 large	 public	 one.	 Each	 day,	 their	 paths	
overlapped	for	a	mere	eight	minutes.	But	one	afternoon	
on	 the	bus	 ride	home	 from	school,	 a	 single	 reckless	 act	
left	 Sasha	 severely	 burned,	 and	 Richard	 charged	 with	
two	hate	crimes	and	 facing	 life	 imprisonment.	The	case	
garnered	 international	 attention,	 thrusting	 both	
teenagers	into	the	spotlight. 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
All	the	Gallant	Men:	An	American	Sailor's	Firsthand	
Account	of	Pearl	Harbor,	by	Donald	Stratton	

	At	 8:06	 a.m.	 on	 December	 7,	 1941,	 a	
million	 pounds	 of	 explosives	 had	
detonated	 beneath	 19-year-old	
Seaman	 First	 Class	 Donald	 Stratton’s	
battle	station	aboard	 the	USS	Arizona,	
barely	 fifteen	 minutes	 into	 Japan's	
surprise	 attack	 on	 American	 forces	 at	
Pearl	 Harbor.	 In	 this	 extraordinary,	

never-before-told	 eyewitness	 account	 of	 the	 Pearl	
Harbor	 attack—the	 only	 memoir	 ever	 written	 by	 a	
survivor	 of	 the	 USS	 Arizona—94-year-old	 Donald	
Stratton	 shares	 his	 unforgettable	 personal	 tale	 of	
bravery	 and	 survival,	 his	 harrowing	 recovery,	 and	 his	
inspiring	determination	to	return	to	the	fight.		
	
	
	
	

	 	

	
	

Seen	On	Screen	
	

Check	out	the	excellent	books		
that	inspired	the	films!	

	
Simon	vs.	The	Homo	Sapiens	Agenda,												

by	Becky	Albertalli	[Filmed	as	Love,	Simon]	

Ender’s	Game,	by	Orson	Scott	Card	

Ready	Player	One,	by	Ernest	Cline	

To	All	the	Boys	I’ve	Loved	Before,																				

by	Jenny	Han	

Five	Feet	Apart,	by	Rachael	Lippincott,				

Mikki	Daughtry,	and	Tobias	Iaconis	

The	Hate	U	Give,	by	Angie	Thomas	

The	Sun	is	Also	a	Star,	by	Nicola	Yoon	
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