
Fiction 
  
Clap	When	You	Land,	by	Elizabeth	Acevedo	
Camino	 Rios	 lives	 for	 the	 summers	
when	 her	 father	 visits	 her	 in	 the	
Dominican	Republic.	But	this	time,	on	
the	day	when	his	plane	is	supposed	to	
land,	Camino	arrives	at	the	airport	to	
see	 crowds	 of	 crying	 people…	
In	New	York	City,	Yahaira	Rios	is	called	
to	 the	 principal’s	 office,	 where	 her	
mother	 is	waiting	 to	 tell	her	 that	her	
father,	 her	 hero,	 has	 died	 in	 a	 plane	 crash.	
Separated	by	distance—and	Papi’s	secrets—the	two	girls	
are	 forced	 to	 face	a	new	reality	 in	which	 their	 father	is	
dead	 and	 their	 lives	 are	 forever	 altered.	
And	 then,	when	 it	 seems	 like	 they’ve	 lost	everything	of	
their	 father,	 they	 learn	 of	 each	 other.	 [Realistic	
Fiction/Verse]	
 
The	Fifth	Season,	by	N.	K.	Jemison	

This	is	the	way	the	world	ends…	
for	the	last	time.	
It	 starts	 with	 a	 great	 red	 rift	
across	 the	 heart	 of	 the	 world's	
sole	 continent,	 spewing	 ash	 that	
blots	out	the	sun.	
It	 starts	 with	 death,	 with	 a	
murdered	 son	 and	 a	 missing	
daughter.		
It	 starts	 with	 betrayal,	 and	 long	

dormant	wounds	rising	up	to	fester.	
This	 is	 the	 Stillness,	 a	 land	 long	 familiar	 with	
catastrophe,	where	the	power	of	the	earth	is	wielded	
as	a	weapon.	And	where	 there	 is	 no	mercy.	The first 
book three-time Hugo Award-winning trilogy. [High 
Fantasy] 
 
Early	Departures,	by	Justin	A.	Reynolds	
What	 if	 you	could	 bring	 your	 best	
friend	 back	 to	 life—but	 only	 for	 a	
short	 time?	 Jamal’s	 best	 friend,	 Q,	
doesn’t	know	that	he	died,	and	that	
he’s	 about	 to	 die	 .	 .	 .	 again.	 He	
doesn’t	 know	 that	 Jamal	 tried	 to	
save	him.	And	that	the	reason	they	
haven’t	been	friends	for	two	years	
is	 because	 Jamal	 blames	Q	 for	 the	
accident	that	killed	his	parents.	But	
what	 if	 Jamal	 could	 have	 a	 second	 chance?	 A	 new	
technology	 allows	Q	 to	 be	 reanimated	 for	 a	 few	weeks	
before	he	dies	.	.	.	permanently.	And	Q’s	mom	is	not	about	
to	 let	 anyone	 ruin	 this	 miracle	 by	 telling	 Q	 about	 his	
impending	death.	So	how	can	 Jamal	 fix	everything	if	he	
can’t	tell	Q	the	truth?	For	fans	of	Becky	Albertalli	and	Adam	
Silvera.	[Realistic/Speculative	Fiction]	

 
 
Cemetery	Boys,	by	Aidan	Thomas		
	Yadriel	has	summoned	a	ghost,	and	
now	 he	 can’t	 get	 rid	 of	 him.	
When	 his	 traditional	 Latinx	 family	
has	 problems	 accepting	 his	 gender,	
Yadriel	 becomes	 determined	 to	
prove	himself	a	real	brujo.	With	the	
help	 of	 his	 cousin	 and	 best	 friend	
Maritza,	 he	 performs	 the	 ritual	
himself,	and	then	sets	out	to	find	the	
ghost	 of	 his	 murdered	 cousin	 and	 set	 it	 free.	
However,	 the	ghost	he	summons	 is	actually	 Julian	Diaz,	
the	school’s	resident	bad	boy,	and	Julian	is	not	about	to	go	
quietly	 into	 death.	 He’s	 determined	 to	 find	 out	 what	
happened	and	 tie	up	some	 loose	ends	before	he	 leaves.	
Left	with	no	choice,	Yadriel	agrees	to	help	Julian,	so	that	
they	can	both	get	what	they	want.	But	the	longer	Yadriel	
spends	with	 Julian,	 the	 less	 he	wants	 to	 let	 him	 leave.	
[Magical	Realism/Mystery]	
 
Frankly	in	Love,	by	David	Yoon	
	High	 school	 senior	 Frank	 Li	 is	 a	 Limbo--his	 term	 for	

Korean-American	 kids	 who	 find	
themselves	 caught	 between	 their	
parents’	 traditional	 expectations	 and	
their	 own	 Southern	 California	
upbringing.	 His	 parents	 have	 one	 rule	
when	 it	 comes	 to	 romance--“Date	
Korean”--which	 proves	 complicated	
when	Frank	 falls	 for	Brit	Means,	who	 is	
smart,	 beautiful--and	 white.	 Fellow	

Limbo	Joy	Song	is	 in	a	similar	predicament,	and	so	they	
make	a	pact:	they’ll	pretend	to	date	each	other	in	order	to	
gain	their	freedom.	Frank	thinks	it’s	the	perfect	plan,	but	
in	the	end,	Frank	and	Joy’s	fake-dating	maneuver	leaves	
him	 wondering	 if	 he	 ever	 really	 understood	 love--or	
himself--at	all. [Realistic Fiction/Romance/Family] 
	
	
Graphic Novels  
 

Flamer,	by	Mike	Curato	
It's	 the	 summer	 between	 middle	
school	and	high	school,	and	Aiden	
Navarro	 is	 away	 at	 camp.	
Everyone's	 going	 through	
changes—but	for	Aiden,	the	stakes	
feel	 higher.	 As	 he	 navigates	
friendships,	deals	with	bullies,	and	
spends	 time	with	 Elias	 (a	 boy	 he	
can't	stop	thinking	about),	he	finds	
himself	 on	 a	 path	 of	 self-discovery	 and	 acceptance.		
[Graphic	Memoir]	
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Graphic Novels  
 

Dragon	Hoops,	by	Gene	Luen	Yang	
Gene	doesn’t	get	sports.	He	lost	interest	
in	 basketball	 long	 ago,	 but	at	 the	 high	
school	 where	 he	 now	 teaches,	 it's	 all	
anyone	 can	 talk	 about.	 The	 men’s	
varsity	 team,	 the	 Dragons,	 is	 having	 a	
phenomenal	 season.	 Each	 victory	
brings	 them	 closer	 to	 their	 ultimate	
goal:	 the	 State	 Championships.	 Once	
Gene	gets	to	know	these	young	all-stars,	

he	realizes	that	their	story	is	just	as	thrilling	as	anything	
he’s	seen	on	a	comic	book	page.	What	he	doesn’t	know	yet	
is	 that	 this	 season	 is	 not	 only	 going	 to	 change	 the	
Dragons’s	 lives,	 but	 his	 own	 life	 as	 well.	 [Graphic	
Novel/Novelized	nonfiction]	
 
Nonfiction & Memoir 
	
The	Cat	I	Never	Named	:	A	True	Story	of	Love,	War,	
and	Survival,	by		Amra	Sabic-El-Rayess	
“Amra	was	a	teen	in	Bihac,	Bosnia,	when	
her	 friend	 said	 they	 couldn’t	 speak	
anymore	 because	 Amra	 was	 Muslim.	
Then	 refugees	 from	 other	 cities	 started	
arriving,	 fleeing	 Serbian	 persecution.	
When	Serbian	tanks	rolled	into	Bihac,	the	
life	 she	 knew	 disappeared—right	 as	 a	
stray	cat	followed	her	home.	Her	family	didn’t	have	the	
money	to	keep	a	pet,	but	after	the	cat	seemed	to	save	her	
brother,	how	could	 they	 turn	 it	away?	Saving	a	 life	one	
time	could	be	a	coincidence,	but	then	it	happened	again—
and	Amra	and	her	family	wondered	just	what	this	cat	was.	
This	is	the	story	of	a	teen	who,	even	in	the	brutality	of	war,	
never	wavered	in	her	determination	to	obtain	education,	
maintain	friendships,	and	even	find	a	first	love—and	the	
cat	 that	provided	comfort,	 and	maybe	even	served	as	a	
guardian	spirit,	in	the	darkest	of	times.	
	
Gone	to	the	Woods,	by	Gary	Paulsen	

His	name	is	synonymous	with	high-stakes	
wilderness	 survival	 stories.	Now,	author	
Gary	 Paulsen	 portrays	 a	 series	 of	 life-
altering	 moments	 from	 his	 turbulent	
childhood	 as	 his	 own	 original	 survival	
story.	If	not	for	his	summer	escape	from	a	
shockingly	neglectful	Chicago	upbringing	
to	a	North	Woods	homestead	at	age	five,	
there	 never	would	 have	 been	 a	Hatchet.	

Without	the	encouragement	of	the	librarian	who	handed	
him	 his	 first	 book	 at	 age	 thirteen,	 he	 may	 never	 have	
become	 a	 reader.	 And	 without	 his	 desperate	 teenage	
enlistment	in	the	Army,	he	would	not	have	discovered	his	
true	calling	as	a	storyteller.	
 
 
 
 
 

Nonfiction & Memoir 
 
The	57	Bus,	by	Dashka	Slater																			
One	 teenager	 in	 a	 skirt.	 One	 teenager	
with	a	lighter.	One	moment	that	changes	
both	 of	 their	 lives	 forever.	 If	 it	weren’t	
for	the	57	bus,	Sasha	and	Richard	never	
would	have	met.	Both	were	high	school	
students	from	Oakland,	California,	one	of	
the	 most	 diverse	 cities	 in	 the	 country,	
but	 they	 inhabited	 different	 worlds.	
Sasha,	a	white	teen,	lived	in	the	middle-class	foothills	and	
attended	 a	 small	 private	 school.	 Richard,	 a	 black	 teen,	
lived	in	the	crime-plagued	flatlands	and	attended	a	large	
public	one.	Each	day,	their	paths	overlapped	for	a	mere	
eight	minutes.	But	one	afternoon	on	 the	bus	ride	home	
from	 school,	 a	 single	 reckless	 act	 left	 Sasha	 severely	
burned,	and	Richard	charged	with	 two	hate	crimes	and	
facing	life	imprisonment.	The	case	garnered	international	
attention,	thrusting	both	teenagers	into	the	spotlight.	
 
Just	Mercy	(adapted	for	Young	Adults),	by	Bryan	
Stevenson	

	In	 this	 very	 personal	 work--adapted	
from	 the	 original	 #1	 bestseller,	 which	
the	New	York	Times	calls	 "as	compelling	
as	To	 Kill	 a	 Mockingbird,	 and	 in	 some	
ways	 more	 so"--acclaimed	 lawyer	 and	
social	 justice	advocate	Bryan	Stevenson	
offers	 a	 glimpse	 into	 the	 lives	 of	 the	
wrongfully	imprisoned	and	his	efforts	to	
fight	 for	 their	 freedom.	

Stevenson's	 story	 is	 one	 of	 working	 to	 protect	 basic	
human	rights	for	the	most	vulnerable	people	in	American	
society--the	 poor,	 the	 wrongly	 convicted,	 and	 those	
whose	 lives	 have	 been	 marked	 by	 discrimination	 and	
marginalization.	Through	 this	adaptation,	young	people	
of	 today	 will	 find	 themselves	 called	 to	 action	 and	
compassion	in	the	pursuit	of	justice.	
 

      Seen On Screen 
 

   Check out the books that 
       inspired the series! 

	

Shadow and  Bone & Six of Crows,  
 by Leigh Bardugo [adapted as the series 

Shadow and Bone on Netflix] 
Panic, by Lauren Oliver [streaming series] 
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